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What is a Parish Plan? 
 
In 2000 the Government issued a Rural White Paper setting out their agenda for 
the countryside and encouraging local communities to take more control of the 
development of their own parish.  A Parish Plan is a way for local people to make 
known how they would like their community to develop in the future. It aims to 
help rural communities have a greater say in their own affairs.  It helps local 
people set down their vision for the future of their parish. To be really effective it 
needs to represent the views of as many people in the community as possible. 
 
A Parish Plan can cover everything that is relevant to the people who live and 
work in the parish, from social housing to places for children to play. It should 
address the needs of the entire community, including local businesses, and will 
span a period of five years.  The Plan will be used to inform local government and 
other decision making bodies of the needs and concerns of the community, and 
will influence how changes in the community are made.  The Plan can also be 
used to support applications for funding and to canvass for support from both 
local and national government.  The Parish Council will use the Plan as a focus for 
their ongoing work. 
 
What are the Benefits of a Parish producing a Parish Plan? 
 

• It can be used as an evidence base for grant applications to show 
community need for specific projects. 

• It helps guide the Parish Council in their work.  One of the discretionary 
requirements of ‘Quality Status’ is to have produced a Parish Plan.  It shows 
that the Parish Council is listening to its community. 

• It helps a community plan for the future, to ensure that community facilities 
can be maintained and updated to suit community needs. 

   
How is a Parish Plan produced? 
 
A Parish Plan is produced by the local community in partnership with the Parish 
Council.  The first step is to hold a public meeting.  The public meeting is an 
interactive forum enabling the local community to have their say on a variety of 
issues from health, community safety, to housing and transport.  They are invited 
to write their comments on large sheets of paper, saying what is good in their 
parish, not so good and any changes or ideas they have.  From this public 
meeting, a Steering Group of 8 – 12 people is formed with 2 or 3 representatives 
from the Parish Council on the group. 
There are many consultation techniques available to involve the whole 
community, but the most commonly used one is a household questionnaire.  
Using the information gathered at the public meeting, and other consultation, the 
Steering Group create a questionnaire to be distributed to every household. 
 
Response rates vary from about 25% to 60%, with better response rates 
achieved with the inclusion of a reply paid envelope. 
 
The results of all the consultation methods are then assembled to produce the 
draft Parish Plan that is presented to the Parish Council for endorsement.  The 
final Parish Plan is then distributed to every household, and the hard work really 
begins – implementing the Parish Plan! 
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Wiston and Buncton have many interesting features, for example Buncton 
Manor Farm which is a part moated fifteenth century farmhouse offering 
bed and breakfast, DIY stabling for horses and is a working farm.  
Weppons Farm offering fresh beef for sale at the various local Farmer’s 
Markets.  The Post Office in Wiston is an enchanting old building with tea 
room and tea garden offering light lunches and cream teas amongst the 
many animals and birds which wander about, there is also a footpath up 
to Buncton Chapel.  For the gardener there is Big Plant with its amazing 
trees and plants from all over the world, it certainly lives up to its name, 
as many are really big plants!  In Spithandle Lane, there is the Spithandle 
Nursery selling direct to the public a variety of small plants. 
 
There are many ancient bridleways and footpaths leading to all round 
Wiston including the South Downs Way. 
 
Acknowledgement: Mrs Anne Gordon-Johnson. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wiston House today 
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The Wiston Estate Today 
 
 
The Wiston Estate today owns approximately 70% of the land in the 
parish.  In addition to farmland and woodland, this includes: 
 

• 63 houses, equating to 72% of the total housing stock. 
 

• Wiston House (conference centre leased to the Foreign Office). 
 

• The following community facilities, either at no rent or at 
nominal/concessionary rents: 

 
° Post office and tea rooms 
° Village Hall 
° Cricket pitch 
° Playing field used for village events (e.g. fete) and by local 

rugby club 
 

• Of the houses: 
 

° 85% are 3 bedrooms or smaller: 15% are larger. 
° 3 are farmhouses, and a further 3 are occupied by farm workers 

under farm tenancies.  Therefore approx 10% are in agricultural 
occupation. 

° 22% of the stock (or 17% of the entire village housing stock) is 
currently let at concessionary rents.  There is therefore an 
element of existing “affordable housing” in the parish. 

° This does not include those which are let on “Fair Rents” 
assessed by the rent officer.   

° 2 houses are occupied by estate workers. 
° 4 houses provide accommodation for staff or conference 

delegates at Wiston House. 
 

The Wiston Estate is working on a Strategy Plan for the estate but this is 
not yet a completed document.  They are essentially looking to build a 
sustainable future for the estate.  This will be an approach that continues 
the tradition of caring for the community and the environment in a 
deliberate and constructive way, balancing this with commercial prosperity 
that will ensure a stable future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is hoped that the Wiston 
Parish Plan will have a bearing 
on the Wiston Estate Strategy 
Plan, albeit that the Strategy 
Plan has a wider geographical 
remit. 
 
Acknowledgement: William 
Trinick, Wiston Estate 
Manager. 
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73.5% of the respondents obtain information 
about events and issues in the parish from the 
Post Office and Tea Rooms.  There is a notice 
board at the Post Office and Tea Rooms that 
displays Parish Council information and 
community notices.   

35% of 
respondents 
use the Church 
Magazine and 
31% use the 
local paper.  75% of respondents feel 
there are sufficient notice boards in the 
parish. 
 
Whilst 58% of respondents had access 
to the internet, only 35% of 
respondents know there is a parish 
website.  There was an even split of 
opinion on how well the Parish Council 
communicates with the parishioners, but 
only 29% of respondents thought there 
was adequate communication about 
planning issues in the parish. 
 

Communication Actions 
 
Action Key 

Partners 
Timescale 

Continue to promote community events, 
clubs and Parish Council news via the Post 
Office and Tea Rooms and notice board 
situated there. 

Parish 
Council 
All 
community 

Ongoing 

Parish Council to continue to include a 
report in the Church Magazine to keep 
parishioners up to date with local issues.  
Report to include Parish Council responses 
to planning applications. 

Parish 
Council 
Church 

Ongoing 

Advertise parish website at Post Office and 
Tea Rooms and in Church Magazine. 

Parish 
Council 
Church 
Chris 
Rowland 

Short Term 

Keep parish website up to date. Parish 
Council 
Chris 
Rowland 

Ongoing 
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There was an even split on satisfaction with Police cover in the parish.  
25% of respondents had been victims of crime in the last five years.  75% 
felt that more should be done to fight rural crime, but there was an even 
split when asked if they would like to join a Neighbourhood Watch 
Scheme. Comments were made that the houses are too far apart to make 
a Neighbourhood Watch scheme workable. 
 
65% would like to see a Neighbourhood Warden or Police Community 
Support Officer visit the parish from time to time.  Farmwatch is a 
welcome initiative.   
 
Community Safety Actions 
 
Action Key 

Partners 
Timescale 

Invite the Police Community Support Officer 
assigned to the parish to a Parish Council 
meeting to hear local concerns. 

Parish 
Council 
Sussex Police 

Short Term 

Ask the Police Community Support Officer 
to be seen visiting the parish at least 
fortnightly. 

Parish 
Council 
Sussex Police 

Short Term 

Support the Farmwatch and Horsewatch 
schemes. 

Parish 
Council 
Sussex Police 

Ongoing 

Make use of the Internet to pass on 
Farmwatch, Horsewatch and Neighbourhood 
Watch warnings to neighbours. 

Parish 
Council 
Local 
community 
Sussex Police 

Short Term 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wiston is a very rural parish. 
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37% of respondents know someone who would like to live or needs to live 
in the parish but either cannot afford to or can find no suitable 
accommodation. 
 
56% of respondents felt that there is a need for affordable housing in the 
parish; 64% of respondents felt that an affordable housing scheme should 
be tied to people with a local connection. More young families should be 
encouraged into the parish, 73% of respondents said. 
 
23% of respondents considered that there is a need for sheltered 
accommodation in the parish, but 52% of respondents would not like to 
see new small scale development in the parish.  There were comments 
that properties should not be used as second homes or for holiday lets. 
 
71% of respondents would like to see redundant farm buildings converted 
for residential use, but only 48% would like to see these buildings put to 
light industrial or office use. 

 
75% support the production of a Parish Design Statement to record the 
parish’s unique environmental features, and give guidance for the future 
development of the parish, and 71% feel there are areas that should be 
designated as a Conservation Area or area of special character. 
 
Housing Actions 
 
Action Key 

Partners 
Timescale 

Local Housing Needs Assessment to 
identify local housing needs. 

HDC 
AirS 
Rural 
Housing 
Trust 

Medium 
Term 

Follow up any identified local housing need 
from the above assessment.  Wiston Estate 
is sympathetic to an affordable housing 
scheme for rented accommodation in 
Wiston.  Whilst there are no immediate 
plans, it is possible to identify potentially 
suitable sites that could be released for 
such a scheme.  The scheme could be 
administered by a housing trust whose 
trustees could comprise representatives of 
the Wiston Estate and of the local 
community. 

HDC 
AiRS 
Rural 
Housing 
Trust 
Wiston 
Estate 

Long Term 

 



16 

Support conversion of redundant farm 
buildings for ‘live/work’ usage, if there is a 
direct link between a workshop/business 
use and a residential 
unit on the same site, possibly as part of 
the same building although not 
necessarily if there is a complex of 
buildings. 

HDC 
Parish 
Council 

Ongoing 

Produce a Parish Design Statement, 
including consideration of conservation 
issues.  

Parish 
Council 
Local 
community 
HDC 

Long Term 

Improve dialogue with HDC and Wiston 
Estate on general planning matters and 
with WSCC and Wiston Estate on 
minerals/waste issues. 

Parish 
Council 
HDC 
WSCC 
Wiston 
Estate 

Ongoing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Wiston Estate 
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Only 10% of respondents saw a need for a Parent & Toddler Group or 
Playgroup in the parish.  The parish is well served by Steyning for these 
facilities. 
 
The parish play area and play equipment is a valued necessity by 58% of 
respondents, although only 25% thought that the sports field is suitable 
for all ages.  There was a comment that the play equipment is a bit old 
fashioned and an even split on how well maintained it is.  46% of 
respondents would like to see more seating in the playing field. 
 
Respondents agreed that there are adequate litter bins at the playing field 
but were unhappy at the frequency of emptying the bins.  The bins are 
not emptied often enough and litter overflows. 
 
 
Facilities and Services for Young People Actions 
 
Action Key 

Partners 
Timescale 

Conduct a safety and maintenance 
inspection of the play equipment. 

Wiston 
Estate 

Short Term 

Research suitable replacement equipment 
and look for grant funding. 

Wiston 
Estate 

Medium 
Term 

Supply seating with new play equipment. Wiston 
Estate 
Rugby Club 

Medium 
Term 

Ask the Rugby Club to encourage more 
Wiston young persons to join the Rugby 
Club. 

Rugby Club Ongoing 

Approach the Rugby Club to provide 
seating for their supporters, ensuring that 
the seating is appropriate in the rural 
setting. 

Rugby Club Short Term 

Ask HDC to empty the litter bin at the 
playing field.  Ensure litter bin is emptied 
regularly in the summer months. 

Wiston 
Estate 
Rugby Club 

Short Term 

Replace the bin at Buncton Chapel with 
one that is easier for HDC to empty. 
Ensure style of bin in keeping with rural 
nature of area. 

Parish 
Council  
HDC 

Short Term 
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Post Office & Tea Rooms 
 
 

 
 
 
 
There has been a Post Office in Wiston for over 100 years and the Tea 
Rooms were opened later. They provide a 
focal point for this rural parish, and attract 
many visitors from around the Horsham 
district and further afield each year.  You can 
walk to Buncton Chapel from the tea rooms 
garden. 
There were many written comments about 
the Post Office and Tea Rooms. 79% of the 
respondents called for more off road parking 
at the Post Office and Tea Rooms.  Whilst 
the parishioners were pleased with the 
success of this local business, many felt the 
parking and speed of traffic past the Post 
Office and Tea Rooms presents ‘an accident 
waiting to happen’. Traffic from the A24 uses 
Hole Street and Water Lane as a shortcut to the A283, travelling past 
Wiston Post Office and Tea Rooms. 
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Wiston Village Hall 
 
 
Wiston Village Hall is built on land belonging to the Wiston Estate.  The 
land was made available to parishioners in 1923 in order for parishioners 
to build the Village Hall.   Wiston Estate kindly donated all the materials 
for the construction of the Village Hall, labour being provided by the 
parishioners.  The Village Hall was completed in 1924, regrettably shortly 
after the death of Charles Goring.  Thus, his widow formally opened the 
Village Hall. 
 
A series of leases for the Village Hall were granted over the ensuing years, 
and expired in 2000.  The renewal of the lease is held in abeyance whilst 
the Wiston Estate considers the future of the Village Hall in its current 
location. 
 
The parish questionnaire established that 58% of respondents think the 
Village Hall should remain where it is, only 10% supported the re-location 
of the Village Hall to the Post Office and Tea Rooms and 39% thought it 
could share facilities with the rugby club at the sports field.  However 73% 
said the Village Hall should have a better access road, and 65% thought it 
should have better parking. 
 

 
Wiston Village Hall enjoys unspoilt views to Chanctonbury Ring. 
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Wiston Playing Field 
 

 
 
 
58% of respondents would like to see a clubhouse available for the rugby 
club to use.   
 
58% of respondents think that play equipment is necessary in the parish 
of Wiston, but only 25% think the current play equipment is suitable for 
all ages. 
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Buncton Chapel 
 
All Saints is a charming isolated small church dating back to the Norman 
period (1066 – 1200).  The construction is of oddments of stone 
incorporated in the rubble-stone walling.  A variety of materials has been 
used and on the outside walls you see many Roman tiles which probably 
came from a Roman Villa that stood about half a mile away which was re-
discovered in 1848. 
 
The tall doors to the north and south of the nave are typical of the twelfth 
century and reflect the architectural traditions inherited from the Saxons. 
 
The wall paintings, of fleur de lys design, are of thirteenth century date 
and rural in feel, rather than being the work of a professional artist. 
 
An extraordinary feature of the church is a series of blocked arches on the 
outside walls of the chancel.  They date from the end of the Norman 
period, between 1150 and 1200 and certainly do not belong to this 
building.  Most likely they came from the Benedictine Priory of Sele 
founded in 1073 by William de Braose.  This Priory was always very poor 
and finally closed in 1459 after years of decline, the remains of its church 
being taken over as the parish church of Upper Beeding. 
 
In the nineteenth century Buncton Church was used just six times a year, 
with an average congregation of about a hundred.  It was restored by a 
local builder in 1906 and is currently undergoing minor repairs to the roof 
of Horsham stone, guttering, and repairs to the west wall and internal 
ceiling.  The Church is still looking for the balance of the funds to cover 
the cost of these repairs.  Currently there is a service on the third Sunday 
of each month with a congregation of some 24 – 34 people. 
 
Acknowledgement: Mrs Anne Gordon-Johnson. 
 
94% of respondents to the questionnaire are in favour of fundraising to 
maintain the Buncton Chapel. 
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Buncton Flower Festival 
 
54% support the biennial Flower Festival. 
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Leisure Actions 
 
Action Key 

Partners 
Timescale 

Clubhouse required for use of the Rugby 
Club. 

Wiston 
Estate 
Rugby Club 

Long Term 

Support the current location of the Village 
Hall. 

Parish 
Council 
Sports & 
Social Club 

Ongoing 

Pursue the re-surfacing of the private 
access road with local landowner.   

Wiston 
Estate 
Sports & 
Social Club 
Farmer 

Short Term 

Discuss suitable parking adjacent to the 
village hall, recognising its position in the 
surrounding countryside. 

Wiston 
Estate 
Sports & 
Social Club 
Farmer 

Short Term 

Discuss parking arrangements at the Post 
Office and Tea Rooms with the owner and 
WSCC. 

Post Office & 
Tea Rooms 
WSCC 
HDC 
AirS 

Medium 
Term 

Support the biennial Flower Festival.  Add 
pictures to the parish website. 

Church 
Chris 
Rowland 

Ongoing 

Support the ongoing maintenance of 
Buncton Chapel.   

PCC 
 

Ongoing 

 
 
 
 
71% of respondents agree that the parish is adequately served by doctors 
and surgeries; 48% agree that the parish is adequately served by 
dentists. 
 
37% believe the parish is adequately served by a minor injuries unit, yet 
52% think it is adequately served by an A & E Department.  14% of 
respondents have difficultly getting to hospital.  73% of respondents have 
access to a pharmacy; 8% of respondents have difficulty getting there. 
 
Health Actions 
Action Key 

Partners 
Timescale 

Contact the local pharmacy or doctors 
surgery that serves Wiston to find out if 
they can help with a prescription delivery 
service. 

Parish 
Council 
PCT 

Short Term 
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60% of respondents would like community recycling facilities in the 
parish, as comments were made that some rural properties do not have 
the benefit of a household recycling collection. 
 
73% regard fly tipping as a problem in the parish.  65% would be willing 
to assist with a Spring Clean. 
 
29% suffer noise pollution, and comments indicate that traffic noise is the 
biggest concern especially Sunday motorcyclists. 
 
25% of respondents have experienced problems with flooding in the last 
five years; comments suggest the water runs off the fields. 
 
54% of respondents would participate in a biodiversity study of the parish. 
 
Protecting our World Actions 
 
Action Key 

Partners 
Timescale 

Report fly tipping as soon as it is first seen 
to HDC.  Advertise HDC fly tipping contact 
details in Church Magazine and on parish 
website. 
To report fly tipping contact HDC on 01403 
215350 
To find out if waste carrier is registered 
contact the Environment Agency on 08708 
506 506 

Parish 
Council 
HDC 
Church 
Chris 
Rowland 
Wiston 
Estate 

Short Term 

Organise an annual Spring Clean. Parish 
Council 
Local 
community 

Ongoing 

Lobby WSCC for speed reduction on the 
A283. 

Parish 
Council 
WSCC 

Medium 
Term 

Lobby Sussex Police for enforcement of the 
speed limits on A283. 

Parish 
Council 
Sussex Police 

Short Term 

Lobby WSCC for a quieter road surface on 
A283. 

Parish 
Council 
WSCC 

Long Term 

Conduct a biodiversity study as part of the 
Parish Design Statement. 

Parish 
Council 
Local 
community 
WSCC 
HDC 

Long Term 
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31% of respondents thought that the bus service is reliable and 29% 
agreed that they could get a bus to their required destination, but 23% 
said that the bus times do not connect well with other forms of transport.  
One parishioner suggested advertising the Steyning Dial-a-ride service 
locally. 
 

58% of the respondents reported that the pavements in the parish are not 
well maintained.  40% of respondents were happy with the maintenance 
of public footpaths, and 54% felt that public footpaths are suitable for 
walkers, cyclists and equestrians.  44% agreed that the rights of way 
network around Wiston joins up to allow off road travel from parish to 
parish. 
 

90% of respondents are concerned about speeding traffic, with 85% 
calling for lower speed limits.  73% would support some form of traffic 
calming in the parish.  There were many comments about speeding traffic 
at the Post Office and Tea Rooms and fears that this area is ‘an accident 
waiting to happen’ with turning and parking cars visiting the tea rooms.  
Also Hole Street is highlighted as a ‘rat-run’ to the A24, with cars 
travelling at excess speeds 
 

58% said that the A283 Buncton cross-roads needs improvement, and 
50% think that a speed camera should be installed on the A283.  58% 
support the need for a Worthing bypass to reduce the traffic on the A283 
from Shoreham to Washington. 
 

Movement and Transport Actions 
Action Key 

Partners 
Timescale 

Report lack of bus connecting times with 
other transport to HDCP Transport Theme 
Group.  Buses from Horsham to Worthing 
are not scheduled to connect with buses 
travelling east - west at Washington. 

Parish 
Council 
HDCP 
Transport 
Theme 
Group 

Short Term 

Carry out a walking audit of parish 
pavements and report defects to WSCC. 

Parish 
Council 
Local 
community 
WSCC 

Short Term 

Report defects with public footpaths to 
landowners, farmers and WSCC Access 
Ranger. 

Parish 
Council 
Landowners 
Farmers 
WSCC 

Ongoing 

Ask WSCC to undertake a speed survey 
and/or safety audit outside the Post Office 
and Tea Rooms, especially at commuter 
times mornings and evenings.  Work in 
partnership with WSCC to investigate ways 
to reduce the speed of traffic and/or warn 
of the hazard of vehicles manoeuvring 
outside the Post Office and Tea Rooms. 

Parish 
Council 
Sussex Police 
WSCC 

Medium 
Term 
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Ask WSCC to undertake a speed survey in 
Hole Street. Work in partnership with WSCC 
to investigate ways to reduce the speed of 
traffic.   

Parish 
Council 
Sussex Police 
WSCC 

Medium 
Term 

Seek a safety audit of the A24 Hole Street 
junction. 

Parish 
Council 
WSCC 

Long Term 

Ask satellite navigation providers not to 
guide traffic down Hole Street and Water 
Lane. 

Parish 
Council 
WSCC 

 

Work in partnership with Sussex Police to 
enforce speed limits on A283 and ask WSCC 
to carry out a safety audit of the A283 
Buncton cross-roads at peak times. 

Parish 
Council 
Sussex Police 
WSCC 

Medium 
Term 

Attend the South Horsham County Local 
Committee and lobby for a Worthing 
bypass. 

Parish 
Council 
WSCC 

Long Term 

Keep street furniture and white lines to a 
minimum in the parish. 

Parish 
Council 
WSCC 

Ongoing 

Seek removal of unsightly concrete fence 
and crash barrier between Wiston Post 
Office and Tea Rooms and Spithandle Lane.  
Replace with appropriate wooden fence with 
reflectors. 

Parish 
Council 
WSCC 
Wiston 
Estate 

Short Term 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Buncton Crossroads 
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• The Parish Plan Steering Group: 

 
° Jeanie Ansell 
° Julie Arnison 
° Anne Gordon-Johnson 
° Johnny Goring 
° Jo Merritt 
° Chris Rowland 
° William Trinick, Wiston Estate Manager. 

 
• Anne Gordon-Johnson for getting parishioners together at the 

public meetings, inspiring parishioners to complete and return their 
questionnaire and providing supporting background information for 
the Plan itself. 

• The Wiston Estate for providing statistics and photographs of the 
estate. 

• The Wiston Post Office and Tea Rooms for the use of their tea 
garden and provision of refreshments on two glorious summer 
evenings in 2005 to host the public meetings to discuss the Parish 
Plan and Questionnaire. 

• Ruth Goldstone, Information and Action Plans Support Officer, 
Action in rural Sussex 

• Beverley Turner, Parish Liaison Officer, Horsham District Council 
 

Glossary of Terms 
 
AirS  Action in rural Sussex 
HDCP  Horsham District Community Partnership 
HDC  Horsham District Council 
PCT  Primary Care Trust 
WSCC  West Sussex County Council 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Snow on the Wiston Estate, taken on Monday 10 April 2006 
 


