Rudgwick Parish Design Statement

Establishment of the Steering Group

The Rudgwick Action Plan Steering Group completed work on its Plan in 2006. The same
group, with one or two changes in personnel, became the Parish Designh Statement
Steering Group, and then undertook to develop a Design Statement for the parish. At
the outset we studied a number of Design Statements for other areas both local and
further afield. The group also referred to the Natural England website for general
background papers on the concept and purpose of Design Statements and their
development over time.

The Group had members of the Parish Council on it from the outset. Members of
Rudgwick Preservation Society (RPS) and other independent members also contributed
to the Group. The opportunity for new members was always open. Moreover, the
meetings we had were also open to any member of the Parish community to attend.
However, this did not produce as much interest as hoped. Meetings were held monthly in
the Jubilee Hall, Church Street. Occasional attendance, and email advice, was provided
by our link person in Horsham District Council; the Group is grateful to Patrick Griffin
for his help. 'The Rudgwick Magazine', delivered free to all households monthly, proved
an excellent channel of communication throughout the Design Statement process.

Scope and Process

By the AGM in Autumn 2007 the group had completed initial surveys, most on foot, and
taken hundreds of photographs. When touring the Parish Areas (explained below) we had
the opportunity to walk and talk with interested local residents. The direction we would
need to take emerged only slowly. We took detailed note of the results of the
professionally conducted parish-wide Action Plan questionnaire, which had a 44% return.

The scope of work in a parish with the structure of Rudgwick
required an understanding of the distinct settlements and
physical areas of our large parish. Frequent recourse was
made to sub-committees as the detailed work on Parish
Areas developed. Out of this came posters we could display
when we called a parish consultation meeting. This was held
on 5™ November 2007 in the Village Hall, Bucks Green.
YOURPARISHNEEDS Attendance was much greater than anticipated and very
gratifying for the Steering Group.
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Your Parish, %“r?ay our first ideas on what constituted appropriate styles of
building frontage and street scene for the parish as a whole.
These were placed around the Hall as displays on which visitors could vote for those
styles they liked, according to the Area in which they lived, whilst members of the
Steering Group circulated and offered explanation and encouragement. The Steering
Group then formally introduced themselves and explained to visitors what we were
doing, and what we hoped the outcomes would be, with an opportunity for questions and
feedback. The results of voting and written comments by visitors were later analysed to
inform the future writing of the document, particularly the design policies.



We nevertheless overran our self-imposed timescale as the task was proving more
complex and time-consuming than originally envisaged. It had become clear that
Rudgwick had such variety of settlement within it, that the need to discover the
identity of Parish Areas was crucial to an understanding of historical design and style of
building as well as development of settlement layout. We also discovered that there
were overriding design criteria that applied to the whole parish, supported by the
considerable common ground between residents of Areas in the survey referred to
above.

There was a rich seam of information available to us from sources such as the book by
Diana Chatwin, "Timber-framed Buildings in the Sussex Weald, the Architectural
Heritage of Rudgwick”, (RPS, 1996), and from other work undertaken by members of
RPS over the years. Whilst we were influenced by traditional design features in our
policies, we were very concerned to emphasise the later Georgian, Victorian and
Edwardian styles making up the varied frontages and street scenes. We were also keen
to seek out modern design, though the shortage of really good recent examples in our
parish was of some concern, and led to some constructive debate. It was difficult to
identify a way forward, except by encouraging avoidance of pastiche and, of course,
encouragement of excellence in the future.

We also found the leaflets produced by West Sussex County Council Landscape Land
Management Guidelines for Sheets LW3, LW4 and LW6 (using areas also characterised
in HDC Character Area 121 "The Low Weald” and local areas I1, 63 and P1), which cover
Rudgwick parish, inspirational in developing our own Landscape Guidelines for Rudgwick
as a whole. A talk by Esmund Turher of WSCC had fortuitously been given to residents
at the Annual Parish Meeting of Rudgwick Parish Council in Spring 2007. The resulting
Landscape Guidelines are a special feature of our Desigh Statement. In addition we had
been guided by another WSCC initiative establishing a number of Sites of Nature
Conservation Importance, mainly ancient woodland in need of protection, in several of
the Parish Areas. Our Design Statement is thus a document for the countryside as well
as the built environment.

In deciding how to present the material we had gathered, and the guidelines and policies
we had agreed, we were able to peruse several other Design Statements, the most
influential being the one adopted for the Parish of Amberley, 2006.

Whereas most of the writing of the sections of the Rudgwick Design Statement was
done by individuals or sub-groups of the Steering Group, the collegiate approach was
adopted in meetings where we appraised critically each and every paragraph and
illustration systematically, leading to a very strong common style and accuracy of
presentation.

This led to the printing of the Draft Design Statement by HDC in Autumn 2008. A copy
was delivered to every household in the Parish, and further copies were made available in
local shops and public places, namely Rudgwick Primary School, Rudgwick Medical Centre,
Secretts of Rudgwick, The Co-operative Food shop, Rudgwick Sports and Community
Centre, and Rudgwick Parish Office. In addition to asking for responses by letter
distributed with the document, announcements continued to appear in ‘The Rudgwick
Magazine'. A consultation period ensued leading up to a second parish consultation



meeting in the Village Hall, Bucks Green on 3™ November 2008, almost a year to the day
from our previous meeting, and even better attended by this time nearly 100 residents.
A letter from the Chairman had been published prominently in the West Sussex County
Times the preceding Friday to remind residents of the meeting. After presentations by
the Chairman, and Patrick Griffin, HDC, questions and comments from the floor were
taken. These were recorded by the Secretary, during a vigorous but never acrimonious
debate.

In addition, responses were invited from the outset of the Consultation Period by email
and letter. A number were received, including some from members of the public who
wished to elaborate on the points made at the meeting. All responses were collated and
systematically considered in detail by the Steering Group, and alterations or additions
to the wording of the Design Statement were made, if appropriate. Where necessary
advice was sought and obtained from Patrick Griffin, HDC. Further corrections,
amendments and updates were made to the text as the Steering Group reflected on the
document’s overall quality and the ethos of the views expressed. The page order was
thus significantly amended. We now feel the Design Statement represents the majority
view of residents. The Design Statement should be read alongside the existing
Development Plan Policies when new development is being considered.

Resumé of Consultation

1. Open invitation to residents to attend our meetings - not very successful.

2. Meeting with residents on Parish Area walkabouts, particularly well attended by
residents of Lynwick Street and Tisman's Common.

3. Parish consultation meeting on 5™ November 2007 - well attended, with
representative sample responses to Parish Area displays collected, voting on
embryonic policy ideas, together with good rapport between Group members and
the public.

4. Distribution of Draft Design Statement to all households with a period of
consultation resulting in responses by letter, email and particularly a second
parish consultation meeting on 3™ November 2008, attended by nearly 100
residents who made many comments and asked many questions.

5. Meetings and email communication with Patrick Griffin, Horsham District Council.

A summary of responses and our decisions is appended below.

Rudgwick Parish Design Statement Steering Group

February 2009
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