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NEW SECONDARY SCHOOL IN SOUTHWATER, PARAGRAPHS 3.71 – 3.73 

1
Introduction

1.1
The potential to provide for a new secondary school in Southwater has been recognised as a possible longer-term opportunity for improved secondary education provision across the District. This Statement sets out the justification and explanation for the Council’s position relating to the absence of any current need to identify a specific site for a Secondary School in Southwater but to keep the situation under review, particularly in the longer term. The basis for this is set out in paragraphs 3.71 to 3.73 of the SSAL document. 

1.3
The Inspectors have identified that the likely key issue for examination is:
· Is there a need for a new secondary school in the plan period?

1.4
In addition, the potential location for the siting of the new school is shown as ADS 78, Land west of Southwater in the Alternative Development Sites and Boundary Changes document (CDHor15), and is dealt with as part of this statement. 
2. 
New Secondary School in Southwater
2.1
As set out in paragraphs 3.71 to 3.73 of the SSAL DPD, the secondary schools within Horsham town have been operating near capacity, although the situation has eased somewhat with falling primary school roles. This limitation, in conjunction with development to the West of Horsham, indicates that there could at some stage be a need for another secondary school, potentially within the plan period. However, the factors, as set out in the SSAL DPD, mean it is difficult to assess accurately when the need for a new secondary might be realised and the key question is whether or not it is appropriate formally to identify now a precise location for a new school. 
2.2
A site has been proposed by a landowner/perspective developer for a new secondary school in Southwater, which is ADS 78 – Land West of Southwater, as shown in the Alternative Development Sites and Boundary Changes document (CDHor15).
3.
Principal Issue

Is there a need within the plan period?

3.1
It is accepted that with the anticipated increase in population within the District there will probably need to be a new secondary school built at some stage. The Council, in conjunction with the Children and Young People’s Services section of West Sussex County Council (WSCC), believes that Southwater is likely to be the most appropriate location for such a facility in both educational and community terms, once a sufficient need has been established. 
3.2
The Council considers that the likely need to provide a new secondary school, potentially in Southwater merits some reference within the SSAL document. However, the uncertainty surrounding whether the need to provide for the site will be substantiated within the plan period (as set out in paragraphs 3.71 – 3.72) dictates that a full Policy allocation would not be suitable. There will be ample opportunity to review the situation and to identify a site, if appropriate, as part of the programmed Core Strategy Review; there is insufficient justification or certainty of delivery to go that far at present. 
3.3
It is acknowledged that in the event of a need being substantiated in due course, Southwater is likely to be the most appropriate location, and more specifically, that the site proposed in ADS78 is potentially in the most suitable position subject to further detailed studies. 
4.
Matters Arising from Submitted Representations
4.1
A Submitted Representation was received for this particular issue on behalf of Berkeley Strategic / The Fletcher Trust (Matter 4/ 1514). It is agrees with the Council over the potential need and broad location of a new secondary school. However, it goes a step further by putting forward a specific site and maintaining that that a specific Policy and allocation should be included within the current SSAL DPD.
4.2
Primarily for the reasons outlined above, namely the difficulty in guaranteeing whether the need for a new school will actually come forward within the plan period, the Council does not believe it to be an appropriate course of action at this time to allocate a site within the SSAL DPD. The Council believes a more suitable course of action is to assess the need for a new school during the review of the Core Strategy. The submitted statement demonstrates that existing capacity and forecast capacity of the existing schools may well be used up in the plan period and that there could be benefits for providing a new school. However, there are real practical difficulties involved in providing a new secondary school, both in financial terms and in educational terms. The point at which a decision is taken on the provision of a new school is critical in terms of having sufficient pupil numbers to make a new school viable, without undermining the status or viability of the existing schools. The existing Headteachers oppose a new school on this basis and the County Council does not wish to pre-empt the proper process of consultation from the educational perspective, especially given the complication of parental choice for secondary schooling. There is no capital funding provision for a new secondary school within the County Council’s programme and the suggestion that savings on revenue funding for school buses may be directed towards the capital cost is not realistic or workable in practice. The further suggestion that there may be additional development in Southwater which could generate funding is a matter for the review of the Core Strategy and does not guarantee delivery in the context of this document or within this plan period. 
5.
Conclusions

5.1
The Council considers that the reference made in the SSAL DPD to the provision of a new secondary school in Southwater is the most suitable approach to dealing with the situation. There is no accurate way of predicting when and if the need for a new school will come forward within the plan period. As such it is considered that paragraphs 3.71 – 3.73 are sound against the relevant Tests of Soundness on the basis that:
· the approach taken is the most appropriate due to uncertainty 
surrounding the timing of the requirement coming forward (Test 7); 

· through the early review of the Core Strategy and continued 
discussions with WSCC a more detailed and robust assessment of when the delivery of a school is required can be undertaken (Test 8); and

· due to the wording of the text it is considered that the approach taken remains flexible and will allow for the Council to deal with changing circumstances (Test 9). 
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