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MEADOWSIDE, STORRINGTON (POLICY AL19)

1.
Introduction

1.1
The Council considers that there is a need to provide additional long stay car parking in a suitable location within Storrington.

1.2
This Response Statement provides a justification and explanation for the Council’s proposal to allocate land at Meadowside as a long term car park and addresses the Inspector’s specified key issues and questions for Examination which are:
· The need to allocate this site as a long-term car park as opposed to other means of resolving parking concerns.

· Flood risk – how much land will be available for the use?

2. 
Site Description
2.1 This site is a strip of land with a width of 6m and an overall length of about 160m (0.1ha) along the top of the bank of the River Stor. To the west, levels fall to the river whilst to the east and south are residential properties in Meadowside. The site is within the built up area of Storrington as defined on the LDF Proposals Map and is close to the village centre.
3.
Principal Issues

Need for long term car park
3.1
In order to secure the best use of the available parking spaces in the village for shoppers and other visitors and meet the long stay needs of local businesses, the Council considers that the provision of a long stay car park at Meadowside would help relieve the limited availability of short stay parking in the village car parks whilst providing additional parking facilities for local businesses in an accessible location. 
3.2
Restrictions on the length of stay at the Mill Lane (Old Mill Square) car park and the North Street (library) car park have been introduced and have proved successful. However, parking surveys undertaken by the Council of car park usage in Storrington have revealed that almost a quarter of the available spaces (60 - 70 spaces) are occupied all day by long stay users.
3.3
The future management of the District’s rural car parks are subject to further ongoing discussion with possible options including charging and introduction of a time limit, for example, on the library car park where the proportion of long stay users is the highest. Notwithstanding other options, long stay parking provision at Meadowside for local workers and businesses would free up parking in the village car parks for short stay users. This approach would also be likely to help minimise the pressure for additional on-street parking in nearby roads, which could result from other options alone. 
3.4
At present, informal residents parking occurs on this land and it is considered that this could continue with appropriate management controls in place. Additionally, improvements to the pedestrian link from Meadowside through Hanover Walk to the High Street, including lighting and improved surface treatment could be provided to encourage use of the new long stay parking area. 

3.5
A planning application showing 35 parking spaces has been submitted and is under consideration by the Council. Given also that the required land is owned by the Council, this scheme is considered to be deliverable.  


Flood risk

3.6
The Environment Agency objected to the allocation of this land on the grounds that: ‘It is unclear as to the proposed location and size of the long term car park. It should be noted that if any works were planned on the low-lying land adjacent to the watercourse crossing Meadowside then we are likely to object on flood risk and biodiversity grounds.’ 

3.7
Following receipt of a Flood Risk Assessment (FRA) prepared by consultants on behalf of the Council, the Environment Agency has advised that the FRA is an appropriate assessment of the flood risks at this location and have withdrawn their objection on both flood risk and biodiversity grounds as the site would maintain a suitable buffer area between the parking area and the top of the bank of the watercourse. The Environment Agency also recognises that there is already an impact from informal parking on this land.  
4.
Response to Submitted Statements

4.1
There have been no submitted statements to this policy.

5.
Conclusion
5.1
This allocation would safeguard land allowing an important local objective to be realised. It is therefore considered that that the allocation of a long stay car park at Meadowside should be included within the Site Specific Allocations of Land DPD.  The policy is sound against the relevant Tests of Soundness, particularly Test 7 as it is the most appropriate in all the circumstances having considered any alternative approaches.
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