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1. Introduction

1.1 During the Examination Hearing relating to Policy DC 30 held on 5th 
September 2007, the Inspector sought clarification on the type of new development which may be considered appropriate in the countryside insofar as it would comply with part a. iv which allows for development which ‘relates to the needs of the local economy’.  The Council indicated that it might submit a suggestion of a possible change to the title, policy and supporting text, in order to reflect the discussion which took place, for consideration by the Inspector if he considers that the Policy would benefit from additional clarification.
1.2 The Council has considered the matters raised and, accordingly, puts forward the following submission:
If the Inspector considers that further clarification is required to enable any user of the document to understand the circumstances under which new ‘commercial’ development may be permitted in the countryside and, in particular, the Council’s intention behind the ‘needs of the local economy’ then it is suggested that an amendment is made to the title, policy and supporting text in paragraph 3.125 to provide definition and better reflect the terms of Policy CP 15 as follows:
POLICY DC 30
RURAL COMMERCIAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND THE EXPANSION OF EXISTING RURAL COMMERCIAL SITES / INTENSIFICATION OF USES
a. Proposals for commercial development which delivers economic benefits to the rural area, and extension of existing commercial sites outside the defined built-up areas will be permitted where:
i.  the proposal has………
3.125
Appropriate development which sustains the rural area as a place of varied and productive economic activity is capable of being supported in principle in accordance with the defined objectives for the countryside.  Opportunities for new commercial development are likely to be limited.  There are, however, a number of well established industrial estates……….
2. Conclusion

2.1 
The Council hopes that this suggested possible change will assist the
      
Inspector further.
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