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1. Introduction

1.1 During the Examination Hearing relating to Policy DC 1 held on 4th 
September 2007, the Inspector sought clarification on part d. of the Policy, particularly the interpretation of the term ‘sustainable development’.  The Council indicated that it might submit a suggestion of a possible change to the supporting text, in order to reflect the discussion which took place, for consideration by the Inspector if he considered that the Policy would benefit from additional clarification.
1.2 The Council has considered the matters raised and, accordingly, puts forward the following submission:
If the Inspector considers that further clarification is required to enable any user of the document to understand the Council’s intention behind the term ‘sustainable development of rural areas’ then it is suggested that an amendment is made to the supporting text in paragraph 3.5 to provide definition to the term as follows:
Whilst it is recognised that the natural and undeveloped nature of rural areas must be protected it is acknowledged that there may be certain circumstances where development is necessary to ensure the continued sustainable development of rural areas. Such development might include that which is required to sustain the countryside as a place of varied and productive social and economic activity, such as subsidised housing, business uses, community facilities and services or leisure, cultural and tourism facilities. Other policies set out in this document cover the circumstances under which development may be permitted in the countryside and applicants should in particular refer to policies DC28 – DC35. Where development is essential it must not lead to a significant increase in the overall level of activity in the countryside and therefore, accessibility to transport other than in the private car will be of particular relevance in meeting sustainability objectives.
4. Conclusion

4.1 
The Council hopes that this suggested possible change will assist the
      
Inspector further.
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