Notes of the West of Horsham Reference Group
12th March 2007
Attendees: 
- Vivian Edwards, Malcolm Curnock, Jonathon England, Helen Dayneswood (Broadbridge Heath Parish Council)
- Roger Edworthy, John Howberry-Gale (Denne Neighbourhood Council)
- Cllr Sheila Dale, Cllr Sally Horner, Cllr David Jenkins (Chairman), Cllr David Sheldon

- Paul Rowley, Barbara Childs, Sarah Eastman, Andrew Frost (Horsham District Council Officers)

- Tom Crowley (Horsham District Council Chief Executive)
Apologies:

Cllr Barbara Price,
1. Welcome / Remit of Group
Everyone was welcomed to the group and it was hoped by all that it would be an opportunity to have open discussions to achieve the best for the community out of the development.  It was stressed that much of the discussion was based around draft ideas and proposals and that early input from the community representatives was therefore very important.  Other interested parties would be invited to the meetings as required and upon a request to the chairman of the group. 

The best approach to reporting back the discussions to the Parish / neighbourhood and District Council was discussed.  It was felt that meeting notes such as these could be circulated and used as the basis of reports to the respective Councils.  These notes would also be made available via the HDC website.
A ‘Landowners / Developers’ Group will be established, to ensure that the results of these Reference Group discussions are incorporated into the masterplanning process.

Action: Ensure meeting notes are made available via the HDC website (HDC)

2. Draft S106 requirements

The likely requirements of a S106 / Planning Obligations agreement was discussed and further details were added by the community representatives.  It was considered important to establish the requirements of the development at an early stage to assist the community and developers in establishing costs and priorities.  There are a number of parties who will have to be tied into an agreement.  Details of the agreement are not currently available for general circulation as it is still work in progress but the areas being considered come under the following themes and headings, but it must be stressed that they will not all necessarily appear in the final agreement.
Affordable & Supported Housing

· 40% Affordable Housing (in accordance with policy CP12 Core Strategy)

· Supported housing for more specialist needs
Leisure and Community facilities

· Allotments

· Amenity greenspace (i.e. space that provides a green setting for buildings / areas for people to take part in many informal activities such as dog walking, strolling, kickabouts etc and to support biodiversity)

· Equipped Children’s Playspaces

· Grass Sports Pitches

· Natural Greenspace / Wildlife and Habitats areas

· Other Outdoor Sports Provision (e.g. multi-sports courts)
· Youth Activity Areas
· Strategic Leisure and Sports Provision (to include consideration of additional and improved facilities at Broadbridge Heath Leisure Centre or re-development of the existing site and provision elsewhere within the development)
· Churches
· Community Centres
· Public Art

· Dentist Surgery

· Doctors Surgery

· Library Services
Transport and Highways provision

This scale of development will require a Transport Assessment which will help to identify the likely contributions to be sought from the total scheme.  
· A24 Junction

· Provision of appropriate highways works and improvements to existing highways / wider network as determined through negotiations with WSCC

· Bus Services / Bus Priority Routes

· Facilities for pedestrians

· Facilities for cyclists and Horse Riders

· Traffic Calming in Broadbridge Heath

· River Crossings from Land East of A24 to Hills Farm Lane

· Air Quality Monitoring

Waste and recycling facilities

· Recycling Facilities

Children’s and Youth services

· New Primary School – Broadbridge Heath

· Contributions to existing Primary Schools, Horsham

· Contributions to Secondary School places

· Early Years Childcare facilities

· Youth Services

Employment / Business / Retail

· Employment / Business Land

· Retail Land

West Sussex Fire and Rescue Services

· Fire Rescue Service infrastructure

Environmental Quality Issues

· Surveys and Remediation / Protection works

· Sustainable Development / Construction requirements
Other Issues

· Residential Relocation Costs

· Other land purchases if required

· Sewage Treatment Works and Water Supplies improvements

3. Structure and content of Masterplan

The draft structure of the Masterplan document was shared with the group and initial feedback was positive.  As chapters and sections are prepared this will be shared with the Reference Group and used as the basis of discussions.
4. Dates and times of future meetings
The group will meet on a monthly basis; this will be followed where possible by a meeting of the landowners / developers.

5. AOB

It was requested that consultation took account of the views of young people and that perhaps the ‘Student Voice’ group at Tanbridge House School and the youth members of the Needles Management Committee might be a good stating point
Action: It was felt by Officers that a dedicated consultation event directly targeted towards young people should be considered.  External facilitation may be required, HDC Officers will investigate.

It was requested that nay consultation event ran over a long period of time, potentially with static displays as well as staffed events.

It was queried as to whether there were any other sources of funding available to support the development.
Action: Howard Collins (Lottery and Grants Officer, HDC) to be invited to a future meeting to discuss possibilities.

