Horsham District Council Statement of Community Involvement (First Revision) (February 2007)
INSPECTOR’S REPORT

Introduction
1.1 An independent examination of the Horsham District Council’s Statement of Community Involvement (First Revision) (SCI) has been carried out in accordance with Section 20 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 (the Act), as applied by s18(4) of the Act.

1.2 Section 20(5) indicates the two purposes of the independent examination in parts (a) and (b). With regard to part (a) I am satisfied that the SCI satisfies the requirements of the relevant sections of the Act, in particular that its preparation has accorded with the Local Development Scheme as required by s19(1) of the Act.  

1.3 Part (b) is whether the SCI is sound. Following Paragraph 3.10 of Planning Policy Statement 12: Local Development Frameworks, the examination has been based on the 9 tests set out (see Appendix A). The starting point for the assessment is that the SCI is sound. Accordingly changes are made in this binding report only where there is clear need in the light of the tests in PPS12.
1.4 Horsham District Council submitted its first Statement of Community Involvement to the Secretary of State in June 2005. The document was examined by Inspector T.J.Kemmann-Lane at an informal hearing on 22nd November 2005. The report (provided here as Appendix B) was issued on 5th January 2006 and although it proposed a number of amendments to the submission document, found the Statement of Community Involvement to be sound. The document, amended according to the Inspector’s recommendations, was adopted by the Council in February 2006. 

1.5
Horsham District Council decided to revise the adopted Statement of Community Involvement as a result of requirements arising from alterations to the content of the Local Development Scheme (LDS). The 2006 adopted SCI identifies appropriate consultation methods for individual documents. As the Council now propose additional Local Development Documents (LDDs) the SCI has been revised in order to reflect these changes to the LDS. 





1.6 Therefore, the only substantive alterations made in this revision, submitted to the Secretary of State in February 2007, relate to a change in approach in that instead of detailing the consultation methods appropriate to an individual LDD, the consultations proposed are aligned to a generic type of LDD so that the SCI would not need to be reviewed every time the content of the LDS changes. Therefore, in carrying out the examination I have weighted accordingly the earlier consideration of the SCI in carrying out the tests of soundness.
1.6 
1.7 A total of 5 representations were received, all of which have been considered. 
Test 1

2.1 The Council has undertaken the consultation required under Regulations 25, 26 and 28 of the Town and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations 2004.

2.2 This test is met.
Test 4 and Test 5

3.1
These tests are considered together as they are interrelated.  
3.2
Chapter 2 read in conjunction with Appendix 1 sets out the stages in the production of Local Development Documents (LDDs) and Paragraph 2.12 draws attention to the table at Appendix 1 which shows the generic types of LDDs which are to be produced. From this, in conjunction with the published Local Development Scheme (the contents of which are summarised on Page 3 of this revision), the community and other bodies can see the stages and general timing and thus are provided with an early warning of consultation periods. 

3.3 Chapter 3 sets out whom the Council will be working with, including ‘hard to reach groups’, in Paragraph 3.27, and the ways in which they will be involved in a timely and accessible manner. Chapter 4 goes on to set out other methods of involvement and consultation in a comprehensive fashion, including, in Paragraph 4.14, ‘master planning’ for development proposals. Paragraph 3.14 deals with the working relationship with Parish / Neighbourhood Councils. 
3.4 The Council has provided a fly sheet for insertion into the SCI which advertises the availability of the document in alternative formats, on request. This is given as Appendix C to this report. This is a suitable addition to the SCI and I recommend its insertion below. 
(R1)
Add the fly sheet, given in Appendix C to this report, to the SCI.
3.4 I consider the changes to Appendix 1 to be a suitable amendment to the adopted SCI (February 2006) and I am satisfied that the methods of consultation proposed in the SCI are suitable for the intended audiences and for the different stages in LDD preparation.
3.5
Subject to the recommendation above, these tests are met.

3.1 
3.2 
3.3 
3.4 
Conclusions

4.1 The Council has set out in its Regulation 31 Statement details of other changes it has made to the original SCI (June 2005). These are summarised below.
An Amendment to Paragraph 3.25 designed to strengthen the involvement of the Local Access Forum.
To incorporate travelling show people as a target group that the Council will work with (Paragraph.3.26) and the monitoring of this work (Paragraph 5.2).
Paragraph 5.4 has been amended to allow for individual responses to key stakeholders.
Paragraph 5.5 has been amended to provide an update on the development of the web site.
4.2 These changes do not affect the substance of the adopted SCI but they do improve the clarity and transparency of the revised submission document. I am, therefore, satisfied with these amendments.

4.3 In the event of any doubt, please note that I am content for such matters as any minor spelling, grammatical or factual matters to be amended by the Council, so long as this does not affect the substance of the SCI. 
4.4 Subject to the implementation of the recommendation set out in this Report, Horsham District Council’s (First Revision) SCI (February 2007) is sound.
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