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Horsham District Council Retail Health Check 2003 and 
Horsham District Council Retail Health Check Update 2005
FOREWORD

The Council considers it vital to maintain and enhance the role of the town and village centres within the District as a focus of activities which gives them their distinct character. It is recognised that they all play an important role at the local level and that the larger centres also have their own individual roles and function in the wider network and hierarchy of centres at the regional and sub-regional level. 

Although the retail policies of the Horsham District Local Plan 1997 have operated reasonably efficiently and effectively as planning tools, it was considered necessary to undertake further work to help understand the dynamics of the retail and leisure sector. Consequently, in September 2002 the Council commissioned CB Hillier Parker to undertake a Retail Health Check for all town and village centres in the District. The study, released in February 2003, concluded that Horsham is a healthy town centre in terms of vitality and viability and that the smaller centres also performed reasonably well. 

Subsequently, in light of more recent policy development at national, regional and sub-regional level and with the completion of a major retail scheme in Horsham town, it was considered appropriate to update the previous study for Horsham town only. Therefore, in June 2005, Development Land and Planning Consultants (DLP) were commissioned to undertake the work on the Retail Health Check Update. 

The positive conclusions of the two studies are encouraging. The recommendations contained within the two reports have been appropriately interpreted in Policy CP18: ‘Vitality and Viability of Existing Centres’ within the Core Strategy document. This policy seeks to ensure that the vitality and viability of Horsham and the larger centres in the district are protected and enhanced, whilst at the same time enabling change to occur when necessary, thereby meeting the future needs of the retail sector and that of people living and working in the District. They have also been an important source of information for the work on the more detailed development control policies on retail development.

The study reports are published in full as Background Documents to the Local Development Framework Submission documents. 

