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Horsham Town Park & Ride Study 2005

FOREWORD
Many responses were received through both the Issues and Options and Preferred Options consultation processes on the topic of parking and Park & Ride in Horsham.  Initially there was a good level of support for the principle of park and ride but this has been followed by increasing concern and objection raised to any sites proposed for this use.  Along with site specific objections, many stated that the existing park & ride site was under-used and that there was plenty of parking in the town; a number of respondents also felt that there was no need for further parking in the town in the future.

Following the Local Development Framework (LDF) Preferred Options consultation in February / March 2005 consultants MVA were commissioned to review the current parking strategy within Horsham town centre and how any future need, if identified, may be met, including the role of park & ride.  The principal objective of the study was independently to analyse parking supply and demand within Horsham town now and in the future; and, to establish methods of dealing with any issues that may arise.  In particular the study was to consider whether Horsham District Council should be planning now for future provision of parking or conclude that there is no short / medium term problem and therefore no need to pre-empt the situation.  The work also had to recognise that the role of the town may change over time.  

The study was completed in July 2005 and the results have informed the work on the Local Development Framework ‘Submission’ Core Strategy.  The Submission documents have sought to locate development in the most sustainable locations and maximise sustainable travel choices.  There has also been a reduction in the priority given to park & ride but proposals will continue to be explored on land west of Horsham.  We will also continue to monitor the level of parking available within the town centre.  The implementation or response to some of the recommendations is outside the scope of the LDF but the Council intend to explore these recommendations further through the appropriate channels.  We will also continue to work with West Sussex County Council, particularly through the implementation of the Horsham Area Transport Plan, which identified many of the same issues as those highlighted in this work.  
