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A key feature of the Horsham District Local Development Framework: Core Strategy is the approach towards the protection and enhancement of community facilities and services. Horsham District Council carried out some preliminary work on an open space, sport and recreation assessment, which would consider the planning issues in the District before the work on the Local Development Framework began.
The full PPG17 assessment is in accordance with the guidance set out in PPG17: Planning for Open Space, Sport and Recreation. The assessment, undertaken for the District Council by consultants, Kit Campbell Associates, was completed in May 2005 and has helped in informing the content of the Submission Core Strategy of the Local Development Framework. The final PPG17 assessment was received in May 2005; however, preliminary copies of the report published before have helped to guide policy formulation and consultations on planning applications.

The Horsham District Council PPG17 Assessment identifies that the first priority should be to enhance existing provision for the benefit of the local community. The Assessment identifies the quality and value of existing facilities. Where sites have been identified as ‘low quality and low value’, which contribute little in terms of their present main intended use, these could be considered as being surplus to requirement in those areas where there is more than enough of the main type of provision they represent. In these cases PPG17 makes clear that the first priority is to assess whether the space is capable of being used for another form of green space where there is an identified deficiency in the area.

The study report by Kit Campbell Associates is published in full as a Background Document to the Local Development Framework Submission documents. 
