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Local authorities are expected by the Government to take account of assessments of local housing need in determining the type and size of additional housing for which they should plan.  Local planning authorities are required to work jointly with housing departments to the range of needs for housing in their area. 
Accordingly, in early 2003 the two Council departments jointly commissioned David Couttie Associates Limited (DCA) to undertake a District-wide Housing Needs Assessment and projection of housing need, as the basic building block in informing housing and planning strategies for the future.  The assessment was intended to review and update the earlier Housing Needs Survey carried out for the Council by Fordham Research in 1999 (which was the subject of a partial review in June 2001).
The results of the Assessment are set out fully in the report produced by the consultants. These have helped to inform the content of the Local Development Framework ‘Submission’ documents, particularly the Core Strategy. The affordable housing requirements indicated have been derived from this robust analysis of housing need across the District. The survey report is published in full as a Background Document to the Local Development Framework Submission documents, in order to assist in understanding the context and evidence base. It should be noted that it is intended to commission a further update of the assessment in early 2006, in accordance with the latest guidance for such surveys, as a further contribution to the detailed analysis of housing need at the local level and in support of the intended policy approach.
