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Assessment of Development Viability and Impact of Affordable Housing Policy
FOREWORD

A key feature of the Horsham District Local Development Framework: Core Strategy is the approach towards the provision of affordable housing as part of any new residential development.  The ‘Horsham Housing Needs Survey 2003’ identified a shortfall in affordable housing provision in the District and recommended that 40% subsidised affordable homes be negotiated from the total of all sites coming forward for planning consent over the plan period.  It also recommended that consideration should be given to the adoption of 15 units or half a hectare as the threshold for affordable housing negotiation in the larger settlements.
The District Council consulted on the potential approach through the ‘Issues and Options’ and ‘Preferred Options’ stages of the Local Development Framework and, as a result, decided that it was necessary to commission a specific study of the potential impact of the approach on site economics and development viability to ensure that the delivery of homes is not inhibited, particularly on previously developed land.
The study, undertaken for the District Council by consultants, Adams Integra, was completed in June 2005 and has helped in informing the content of the Submission Core Strategy of the Local Development Framework. A presentation of the results was given to District Council Members in May 2005 and it was agreed to endorse the conclusions from the study as providing the appropriate basis for negotiating the provision of affordable housing, in support of the Core Policy on ‘Meeting Housing Needs’ (Policy CP12). 
The study report by Adams Integra is published in full as a Background Document to the Local Development Framework Submission documents. Further advice on the mechanisms for the delivery of affordable housing will be included in a Supplementary Planning Document on ‘Planning Obligations’ being prepared for consultation and publication in 2006.

