BROADBRIDGE HEATH: SUMMARY OF COMPREHENSIVE ECOLOGICAL SURVEYS

Preliminary Ecological Assessment

A Phase 1 Habitat survey was carried out on 6th July 2006.  A desk study of the site and surrounding area was carried out in January 2006.

No statutory or non-statutory nature conservation designations pertain to the site. High Wood SNCI lies adjacent to the southern boundary of the site.

The bridlepath is likely to be a historic feature.  It is edged by species-rich hedgerows, containing a variety of woody species and a number of mature trees.  The bridlepath also contains good structural diversity, with areas of rough grassland and herbs alongside the path.  This feature is therefore of district nature conservation importance.  The other species-rich hedgerows, ponds, wet woodland and adjacent swamp were identified as being of parish nature conservation importance.
Ecological surveys of the site identified the potential for some protected species to occur on the site so specialist surveys were conducted during appropriate months between May and September 2006.

Specialist Surveys

Badgers: A Badger survey of the site was carried out on 11th and 12th May 2006.  Two small Badger setts were found adjacent to the western boundary of the site.

Amphibians: An amphibian survey was carried out during May-June 2006, consisting of four survey visits to waterbodies within the site and immediately adjacent to it.  A low population of Great Crested Newts was recorded at the pond near to Heath Barn Farm Bungalows within the western part of the site.  Further survey work, including a full Great Crested Newt population survey (six visits) and survey of ponds within 500m of the site boundary is planned for April-June 2007.

Reptiles: A reptile survey of the site was carried out during June-September 2006, consisting of six survey visits.  The site supports a good population of Slow-worm and Common Lizard, and a low population of Grass Snake.

Bats: A bat survey of the site was carried out during July-August 2006.  A number of trees providing bat roosting potential were identified (as indicated on the Constraints and Opportunities plan).  Seven bat species were recorded during the emergence surveys including Common Pipistrelle, Soprano Pipistrelle, Serotine, Noctule, Long-eared bat species, Natterer’s and Whiskered/Brandt’s bats.  High levels of activity were recorded around the buildings, and along the river corridor running along the south-western site boundary.  The north-eastern part of the site, adjacent to the flood-lit sports stadium was generally devoid of activity.  Bat roosts were recorded within the buildings at Hares Hill Farm and Heath Barn Farm, and suspected emergence of bats from trees indicated the presence of three tree roosts within the site.

Dormouse: A Dormouse nest tube survey of the site was carried out during June-September 2006.  No evidence of Dormouse was found.

Hedgerows: A hedgerow survey of the site was carried out during March-May 2007.  Ten hedgerows were identified as important under the ecological criteria of the Hedgerows Regulations 1997.  These hedgerows are marked to be retained on the constraints and opportunities plan, in addition to other species-rich or well-established hedgerows.

Recommendations

The bridlepath, species-rich hedgerows, ponds, wet woodland and adjacent swamp should be retained within any development proposals.  Where an impact on a species-rich hedgerow is unavoidable (e.g. construction of an access route), mitigation should be implemented to maintain the integrity of the hedgerow network.

It is recommended that the existing Great Crested Newt population is translocated to new areas of habitat along the southern boundary of the site, providing new breeding and terrestrial habitat, and good connections to the wider area.  This will prevent isolation of the population by construction of roads around the existing pond. A Natural England licence will be required for this work. 

A programme of reptile translocation should be implemented, involving erecting exclusion fencing around development areas, laying refugia to capture reptiles present within these areas, and translocating individuals to suitable receptor sites.

Trees providing bat roosting potential should be retained if possible.  If trees or buildings providing bat roosting potential are to be removed, further survey will be required to confirm the presence/absence of bat roosts, and obtain a Natural England licence if necessary.

A 5m standoff should be retained around the Badger setts, and a landscape buffer provided along the hedgerow and stream bank within which they are located.  A licence may be required for works within 30m of the setts, depending on the proposed activity.
Development of the site provides a number of opportunities for ecological enhancement.  Areas of grassland, woodland and scrub should be provided where possible around the edges of the site to provide wildlife corridors and create habitat for species such as Badgers, reptiles and bats.  Additional ponds could be created where possible along the southern edge of the site.  The south-eastern part of the site could be used for ecology mitigation or enhancement, in particular, this area could be managed to provide a receptor site for reptiles.

