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REVISED COUNTY PARKING
STANDARDS AND TRANSPORT

CONTRIBUTIONS METHODOLOGY
Supplementary Planning Guidance adopted by
West Sussex County Council November 2003
This Supplementary Planning Guidance (SPG) document was adopted by
Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport in November 2003 following
consultations with District & Borough Councils, Government Departments and
agencies, the building industry, other interested groups and individuals and
the general public via the County Council website and a local press notice.

The SPG has been prepared in partnership with officers from each of the
West Sussex District and Borough Councils. It is anticipated that the SPG will
be used by the County, District and Borough Councils when considering
development proposals.

The SPG sets out:

• Revised parking standards for all development use classes (these
standards have been developed through two separate consultation
exercises – PPG13 and PPG3 (residential) standards were
approved by Cabinet Member following consultation in July 2003.
Parking standards for all ‘other’ use classes were approved by
Cabinet Member following consultation in November 2003);

• A contributions methodology to be applied to commercial and
residential development.

The SPG is supplemental to policies DEV3, DEV4 and DEV5 of the Deposit
Draft West Sussex Structure Plan 2001 – 2016 and policies T14 and G4 of the
adopted West Sussex Structure Plan 1993. The SPG also complements
Supplementary Guidance adopted in July 1999 – ‘The Provision of Service
Infrastructure Related to New Development in West Sussex – Part 1’

Additional copies of this document can be obtained from West Sussex County
Council, Highways and Transport, Development Control Group, The Grange,
Tower Street, Chichester, West Susses, PO19 1RH.

Telephone 01243 777155.
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SECTION 1 – BACKGROUND

Parking Standards

1.1 Parking Standards set the levels of parking provision permitted in
association with new development. Previous County standards were
set in 1995 and are now no longer consistent with national guidance.

1.2 Transport policy and recent planning guidance recognises that the
availability of car parking has a major influence on the means of
transport people choose for their journeys. Planning Policy Guidance
Note 13 : Transport:

� requires that maximum standards be set for broad classes of
development;

� sets out maximum standards, for some use classes, which should
be applied nationally;

� allows more rigorous standards to be adopted locally;
� suggests that revised parking standards should be used as part of a

package of measures to promote sustainable travel choices.

1.3 National planning guidance requires that local authorities review their
parking standards with a view to reducing the level of parking permitted
at new developments.

1.4 Revised maximum standards proposed in this SPG reflect the aims and
objectives of national guidance.

Contributions Methodology

1.5 SPG adopted in July 1999 stresses that developers will be required to
provide improvements, or contribute towards the costs, of ensuring that
development is acceptable in terms of capacity, safety and sustainable
travel.

1.6 PPG13 now makes it clear that it is inappropriate for a local authority to
seek commuted payments based on the lack of parking provided at a
site. However, it is still appropriate to seek contributions to secure
transport improvements to mitigate the impact of development and
improve accessibility by all modes, in particular public transport,
walking and cycling.

1.7 County and District officers have developed an alternative contributions
methodology, set out in this SPG, which will increase the consistency
with which contributions are sought, conforms with the objectives of
national and local policy and guidance and has received support from
GOSE.
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Planning Process

1.8 The approach set out in this SPG provides a framework within which
the County Council (as highway authority) can work with District and
Borough Councils (as local planning authorities) to manage new
development to assist the achievement of transport and environmental
objectives.
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SECTION 2 -THE REVISED PARKING STANDARDS

2.1 This SPG revises all parking standards. Appendix A includes the
proposed standards and details where these standards have been
amended from the 1995 standard.

2.2 This SPG also sets out cycle parking, motorcycle parking and disabled
parking requirements.

2.3 It is proposed that the standards will apply to all development within the
associated class. Generally no thresholds are proposed with the
exception of small commercial development in rural areas (see
Appendix A).

2.4 In proposing revised standards consideration has been given to
evidence from recent applications, views of Development Control
officers and work progressed by other County Councils.

2.5 PPG13 proposes that maximum standards be reduced in accessible
areas. A relaxation is proposed to permit maximum standards to be
reduced based on levels of accessibility. District and Borough Councils
will define accessibility zones based on the criteria set out in Appendix
B. Reductions to maximum standards will be allowable to reflect the
accessibility of the site and the impact that this may have on travel by
car. The level of reduction will be established by the District / Borough
Council in consultation with the Head of Highways and Transport and
the Head of Planning Services. It is anticipated that District and
Borough Councils will consult on their zoning approaches, and the
consequent impacts on standards, as they are developed.
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APPENDIX A

PARKING STANDARDS
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1. PPG13 & RESIDENTIAL STANDARDS
Use Class PPG13

Maximum
Standard

PPG13
Threshold

West Sussex
Maximum
Standard

West Sussex
Threshold

Food Retail 1 space per
14sqm

1000sqm 1 space per
14sqm

All development

Non Food
Retail

1 space per
20sqm

1000sqm 1 space per
20sqm

All development

Cinemas and
Conference
Facilities

1 space per
5 seats

1000sqm 1 space per 5
seats

All development

D2 Assembly
and Leisure
(other than
cinemas,
conference
facilities and
stadia)

1 space per
22sqm

1000sqm 1 space per
22sqm

All development

B1 Business
including office

1 space per
30sqm

2500sqm 1 space per
30sqm

500sqm in less
accessible areas.

Higher and
Further
Education

1 space per
2 staff + 1
space per
15 students

2500sqm 1 space per 2
staff + 1
space per 15
students

All development

Stadia 1 space per
15 seats

1500 seats 1 space per
15 seats

All development

Residential – 1
bed dwellings

1 space per
dwelling

All development

2 & 3 bed
dwellings

2 spaces per
dwelling

All development

4 bed
dwellings

3 spaces per
dwelling

All development

Notes
1. Threshold – the threshold from which the standard applies. For

developments below the threshold of 500 sqm for B1 development the
standard of 1 space per 25 sqm will be acceptable.

2. Parking provision should be reduced below that permitted by the
maximum standard in accessible locations where appropriate.
Accessibility criteria are set out in Appendix B. The level of parking
provision appropriate for developments will be established by the
District Council in consultation with the Head of Highways and
Transport and the Head of Planning Services having regard to the
Accessibility Criteria and other objectives such as Town Centre
regeneration initiatives.

3. District Councils will monitor the application of residential standards to
ensure that PPG3 requirements are met.

4. With regard to all planning applications consideration will be given to
the need to restrict or manage the possibility of parking related to the
development overspilling into local streets.
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