HORSHAM DISTRICT COUNCIL LDF – CORE STRATEGY
PUBLIC EXAMINATION
Matter 1 – Sustainable Development Principles (CP1-CP3)
Hearing Session Agenda
The Council Chamber, Park North, North Street, Horsham
at 10.00 hours on Thursday 7 September 2006
1. Introduction.
Mainly Tests of Soundness 4 and 7

2.  “Strategic Gaps” are shown on the Key Diagram but not specifically referred to in CP1, only in the reasoned justification which follows (bottom of p34).  Is this sufficient?  Should the policy relate to the objective of maintaining settlement identity and preventing coalescence rather than identifying ‘the gap’ for its own sake, or is this ‘shorthand’ adequate?  Is there a need for the policy at all, given the strength of countryside policies?
3. In a ‘high level’ core policy, is “protected landscapes, habitats and species” sufficiently understood to mean potential National Park, AONBs, international, national and other wildlife designations?  Will the General Development Control Policies DPD add the detail of hierarchical or cascading importance?
4. Should ¶2.8 of the Core Strategy continue to make reference (as in ¶2.7 of the Preferred Options) to the Heveco Mushroom site as an example of the need to recognise opportunities to enhance the District’s essential character?
5. Can a ‘high level’ core policy like CP3 say anything more helpful about design?  Is it already too detailed?  Will the General Development Control Policies DPD add detail? 
6. What would be achieved by adding a further Core Policy after CP1 – CP3 referring to “a prosperous and sustainable economy”, part duplicating CP15?  What is meant by “business infrastructure” (ref 1068 statement ¶3.2)?  How would such a CP be measured?  Is the Core Strategy unsound without such a CP?  
Acceptability of Suggested Changes

7. In CP2(a) add “odour” after “noise”.

8. In CP2(b) delete “and minimise flooding” and substitute “, reducing flood risk to new development and ensuring that flood risk to existing development is not increased;”.
9. In ¶4.14, p36, 2nd ¶, delete 3rd sentence and substitute “Development can add to the area of impermeable land which can then increase the risk and impact of flooding.  Surface water must be managed to ensure no increased flood risk on site, or elsewhere.”
Any other points
Alan Foster
29/8/06
