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Yard off the Street, Washington (ADS106)
1. 
Introduction

1.1 Following the submission by the Council in November 2005 of the Site 

Specific Allocations of Land document (SSAL) (CDHor11) a number of alternative development sites were put forward by respondents for consideration as allocations.  These sites were included within the Alternative Development Sites and Boundary Changes document (CDHor15), published for consultation in January 2006.

1.2 The Council does not support these suggested sites and maintains that they are neither necessary nor appropriate in the context of both the provisions of The Core Strategy 2007 (CDHor2) and the site specific considerations.  The purpose of this Response Statement is to explain the Council’s position on these Alternative Development Sites and to address the issues raised in the submitted representations in support of, or against, the suggested allocations.  The Statement sets out the Council’s view on the likely key issue and question for Examination which it considers is as follows:

· Is it appropriate to seek the allocation of ADS106 for residential development through the Site Specific Allocations of Land DPD?
2.
Site Description

2.1
Yard containing some hard standing and a number of small buildings, 0.14ha in size.
3.
Existing Policy Designation

3.1
The site is within the Washington built-up area boundary as defined within The Core Strategy 2007 and Proposals Map 2006.  Washington is classified as a Category 2 Settlement as set out in Core Strategy Policy CP5 (Built-up Areas and Previously developed Land).  The site is also within the Washington Conservation Area and the South Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.
4.
Relevant Planning History

4.1
There is no relevant planning history on this site.
5.
Principal Issues

5.1
It is considered that the principal issue is whether it is appropriate to allocate specifically this site for residential development within the Site Specific Allocations of Land DPD.  
5.2
The Council considers that the site is too small to be allocated for residential development.  At only 0.14ha, and with a capacity of approximately 4 homes, it would be better dealt with on its own merits through a planning application to be judged against the criteria within the Core Strategy 2007 and the General Development Control Policies DPD.  In addition, Washington is a Category 2 as defined in Policy CP5 of the Core Strategy and therefore any development in this location should address a specific local need.  There has also been no information supplied on the local need being met or the likely delivery of any development and it is therefore felt not to be justified and to be too uncertain to be identified as a specific allocation.
6.
Response to Submitted Statements
6.1
No further Statements have been submitted.
7.
Conclusions

7.1
The allocation of this site would not comply with the relevant Tests of Soundness and would make the Site Specific Allocations of Land Document less sound because:
· It would be contrary to Test of Soundness 6, in that development of this land would not accord with the development principles set out in the Core Strategy.  Allocation of this site should comply with Core Strategy Policy CP5 and address an identified local need.
· Contrary to Test of Soundness 7, allocation of the site would not represent the most appropriate allocation in all the circumstances and is not based on a robust and credible evidence base.
· Contrary to Test of Soundness 8, there are no clear mechanisms for implementation of the development.
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